STATEMENT OF VALUES
SIGN ON LETTER

FIRST FIVE FREEDOMS

A Civil Voice Amidst The Chaos Of Our Time

As leaders of faith and civic communities, or simply “concerned citizens,” we are called to
stand united in celebration and defense of our First Amendment constitutional rights that
are the core of American democratic values. We the undersigned lend our name to this
coalition dedicated to protecting our fundamental First Amendment rights: Freedom of
Religion, Freedom of Speech, Freedom of the Press, Freedom of Assembly, and Freedom to
Petition our Government.

These five freedoms are not merely constitutional provisions; they are critical to our
adherence to all components of the Bill of Rights - the lifeblood of our uniquely American
democracy. They ensure that every voice can be heard, every belief can be practiced, and
every citizen can engage with their government. When these rights are safeguarded, we
honor the promise made by our founders—a promise that guarantees “life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness” for ourselves and generations to come.

During this divisive time in our nation, it is crucial that we come together as a diverse
coalition of faith leaders and civic advocates, transcending political divides and cultural
differences. We lend our name and our voice to this collective effort. By doing so, we will
help strengthen our commitment to our shared American values and demonstrate that
civility and unity can prevail over division and discord.

We recognize that we may not agree on every policy or issue facing our nation, but we can
all agree on the importance of the principles outlined in the First Amendment. Our
participation in this coalition will serve as a powerful testament to our collective dedication
to protecting these rights. Together, we can promote constructive dialogue, civil action, and
a commitment to reject extremist rhetoric and political violence.

At this critical juncture, we need guardians of freedom who are willing to stand firm in their
commitment to safeguarding our First Amendment rights. Our involvement will help
mobilize a movement that emphasizes the importance of these freedoms for the future of
this grand experiment called American democracy.



FAITH LEADERS

Rabbi Peter Berg
Senior Rabbi, The Temple

Pastor Micah Fries
Director, Multi-Faith Neighbors Network

Reverend Matthew Johnson
Director, Faith in Public Life

Rabbi Ari Kaiman
Senior Rabbi, Congregation Shearith Israel

Rev. Matt Laney
Co-Pastor, Virginia-Highland Church

Reverend Monica Mainwaring
Rector, St. Martin in the Fields Episcopal Church

Rabbi Lydia Medwin
Rabbi, The Temple

Imam Furgqan Muhammad
Imam, Masjid Al-Mu’minun

Rabbi Ellen Nemhauser
President, Interfaith Atlanta

Parminder Singh
Sikh community leader, Guru Nanak Mission Society of Atlanta Board of Directors member

Reverend Sean Smith
Senior Pastor, New Horizon Baptist Church

Reverand Winnie Varghese
Former Rector, St. Luke's Episcopal Church Dean, Cathedral of St. John the Divine, NYC (July 2025)

Reverand John Vaughn
Executive Pastor, Ebenezer Baptist Church



Chris Adams
Kenneth Asher
David Baggerman
Aliya Bhatia

Bri Boyd

Lily Brent

Buzz Brockway
Latish Kyles-Bryant
Eric Cochling

Ann Cramer

Linda David

CONCERNED CITIZENS

Kevin Donovan
David Doverspike
Dr.John Eaves
Roy Evritt

Lois Frank

Abbie Fuksman
Steve Grand
Tammie Green
Richard T. Griffiths
Harry Heiman

Kimberly Krautter
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Keren Landman
Andrew Lewis

Lesly Marrero
Marshall Orson
Elizabeth Rainwater
Lesley Samad

Pam Sugarman

Neil Shorthouse
Michael Sullivan
Teresa Tinney

Nancy Weisman



